The Greene County Conservation District unveiled their 2 ton wet
lime spreader rental program on Saturday, October 25 in Nineveh,
PA. Approximately twenty landowners from Greene and Washington
counties came out on a damp day to see the district’s first piece of
rental equipment operate in the field and ask questions about the rental
agreement and requirements.

The committee of Jim Kemey and Jim Cowell, District Board
members, began investigating whether a program like this was needed B
in the county. “What we found was a need for a smaller spreader that
Iandowners could use on pastures and smaller steeper fields” Kenney
said. Most districts in Pennsylvania that have a rental program focus
on no-till equipment, Washington County being one. Producers in
Greene County have access to this equipment and the District hoped
that renting a lime spreader could be a companion program. As Mr. Kenney talked to local equipment dealers about smaller spreader options, he
found that almost all the Soil and Water Conservation Districts in West Virginia have lime spreader rental programs.

As livestock production in the county has transitioned into more grass based rotational grazing systems the need for lime to help support quality
forage production has become imperative and a producers ability to get it where and when they need it has been reduced. “T hope that this
program will provide grazers and smaller operations with another option when frying to improve their soil quality” said Laurel Rush, Agricultural
Manager for the Greene County Conservation District,

The day also included a tour of two Conservation Farm award winners. The Hopkins and Kenney farms are typical for the county, narow flat
bottoms close to the stream and steep hillsides with slipping tendencies. Each has invested in their beef operations by installing best management
practices to reduce non-point source pollution and improve water quality. Between these two systems there are over 30 spring developments,
miles of stream and pond bank protection, and hundreds of acres of rotational grazing and woodlot exclusion. Suzy Funka-Petery, USDA-NRCS,
spoke about the importance of soil health and how critical soil
tests are when planning your grazing system. During lunch
Vicky Soles, a local veterinarian, spoke about on-farm bio-

ecurity; management practices that reduce the chance of
bringing infectious diseases onto your farm, and that slow the
| spread of infectious diseases on your farm and some simple
| precautions to keep your herd safe.

§ For more information on renting the lime spreader or best
management practice installation please contact our office.
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Reclaiming the Wild

There are some new residents moving into Monongahela
Township! The Robena site, a former mine operation, owned by
Consol Coal Corporation will be home to a number of wild Bobwhite
quail, which is projected to be in 2010. Consol Coal along with the
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Pennsylvania Game
Commission and Big Covey Quail Forever Chapter are working
together to establish wildlife habitat for the Bobwhite quail and other
ground nesting birds.

Consol Coal has donated the use of approximately 1775 acres
of property for establishment of the habitat. Once established
approximately 128 acres will be used for conservation cover and 49
acres will be used for early successional habitat, The Pennsylvania
Game Commission and the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation
Service are working together to prepare the habitat by mowing brush,
spraying, planting with native forbs and grass mixes and dropping
trees to eliminate perch sites for predatory birds. Consol Coal will
then transfer the quail from a reclaimed surface mine site in Ilinois
to the Robena site.

Funding for this project was made possible through the USDA,

- Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program. Farm Bill programs such

as Wildlife Habitat Tncentives Program, Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program and the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program may be able to assist you in promoting ground nesting bird
habitat. For more information you may contact the USDA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service at 724-627-5821,






















