
 
 

 

Blood alcohol content 

Blood alcohol content (BAC), also called blood alcohol concentration, blood ethanol 
concentration, or blood alcohol level is most commonly used as a metric of alcohol intoxication 
for legal or medical purposes. 

Blood alcohol content is usually expressed as a percentage of alcohol (generally in the sense of 
ethanol) in the blood. For instance, a BAC of 0.10 means that 0.10% (one tenth of one percent) 
of a person's blood, by volume (usually, but in some countries by mass), is alcohol. 
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